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DEALING WITH SPILLS           
 

 
In order to ensure you are ready for any spill, PSAI standards say that portable sanitation 
professionals will take certain steps and carry certain supplies on their trucks needed for proper spill 
handling. These include at a minimum: 
 

• Carrying no more than one route usage of deodorizer to minimize what can be spilled 
• A five (5) gallon container of spill absorbent 
• A current copy of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for every liquid carried (in plastic/waterproof 

cover if the SDS is paper) 
• A copy of your company’s spill procedure or spill handling checklist (in a plastic cover) 

 
Depending upon what 
else you may be 
carrying on your truck 
and your company’s 
own spill handling 
procedures, you may 
carry additional items. 
Most commonly these 
include things like: 
 

• Absorbent 
pads  

• Absorbent 
“socks” 

• Plastic bags 
and seals for 
the wet/dirty 
items 

 
Your company may have its own spill containment procedures. Here are the steps the PSAI has 
identified as the minimum required to safely contain and clean up most spills related to the portable 
sanitation industry.  
 
Note: be sure you are wearing your PPE when cleaning up a spill. 
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Steps for Spill Containment 
 

1. Stop or contain the source of the spill/leak and confine it to the extent possible. This may 
be as simple as turning a container upright or plugging a leak.  

2. Consult the SDS section 6 for any special spill handling instructions 
3. Vacuum all liquid possible  
4. Apply required absorbent on spill immediately. Dry dirt may be used as an absorbent 

should additional absorbent be needed. 
5. Allow absorbent to soak up spill 
6. While absorbent is working, immediately notify your operations manager, dispatcher or 

other responsible company representative for proper reporting. The responsible company 
representative will either notify the customer directly or request you notify the on-site job 
supervisor. 

7. Use dust pan and broom to place used absorbent back in five-gallon container. 
8. Return container with used absorbent to base for proper disposal  
9. Obtain replacement container of absorbent  

 

Other Tips 
• In general, avoid using water in a spill 

situation. It will only spread the spill.  
• Very occasionally, the SDS section 6 on spill 

handling for a substance says the chemical 
needs to be diluted with water. If that 
happens, dilute but contain the area of the 
spill.  

• If the spill reaches the soil, you will need to 
dig up the affected area and dispose of the 
soil according to state and federal 
regulations. 

• Be sure that you properly dispose of all 
contaminated spill clean-up materials. 

• Big spills usually require some sort of 
assistance from outside resources such as 
police, fire, ambulance and/or hazmat crews. 
These professionals don’t know about our industry and are trained to assume the worst about 
what is spilling. This is why it is important to have the SDSs handy and to be aware that 
portable restroom waste is considered domestic septage and NOT hazardous waste.  

• Regardless of your specific protocol for large spills, your priorities should be: 
o Stop the spill 
o Neutralize the contamination 
o Restore the environment on the site to its pre-spill condition or better 


